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Whole school policy:

‘Using ICT in Teaching & Learning’

Date of Policy:  Oct 2013

Date of Review: June, 2014

Using ICT (Information and Communications Technology) describes the ability to handle and communicate information, solve problems, pose questions and be creative through the use of technology.

(Northern Ireland Curriculum)

In St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s we aim to give the  children opportunities to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information.  We focus on developing the skills necessary for children to be able to use information in an effective way.

St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s  aim to meet the requirements as set out within the Northern Ireland Curriculum (2007) and develop the use of the 5 E s within the tasks already being carried out:

· Explore

· Express

· Exchange

· Evaluate

· Exhibit

Strategies for use of ICT:

· ICT is not taught as a distinct subject, but is a tool to be used as appropriate throughout the curriculum.

· All pupils are given equal access.

· ICT is an entitlement for all pupils.

· We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the child.

· Use of ICT at home is encouraged through school projects and ‘research for homework’.

ICT Competences:

In St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s we plan to help our pupils develop competence in the use of ICT by: 

· Learning about ICT – developing the knowledge and skills required to use ICT effectively and to apply these in a range of contexts.

· Learning through ICT – developing the skills required to access and use information from a range of electronic sources, interpret it and use it effectively.

· Learning with ICT – applying the skills in their own learning either at school or at home.
Health and Safety:

It is our aim that pupils will use ICT safely at all times.

· The computer suite has rules for the safe use of the computer.

· Pupils should not go on internet sites unless told to do so by the teacher.

· Children should not be on the internet without adult supervision 

· Children should not move or disconnect any computer or laptop.
Curriculum and technical support:

Support is provided by the NEELB ICT unit, which provides advice on all aspects of software and hardware and the integration of ICT into the curriculum.

Technical support for the networked system will be provided through the C2K helpdesk.

Support for Interactive Whiteboards will be provided through a maintenance contract with ‘Niavac’.

Inclusion:
St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s ICT facilities are available for use by all pupils and staff. All children are given access to ICT.  Each pupil has their own unique username and password. 

The Special Needs teacher has access to a computer system to support the pupils’ everyday teaching and learning needs.

ICT and the Northern Ireland Curriculum

· Literacy & Communication

ICT is a major contributor to the teaching of Literacy.

Through the development of keyboard skills children learn how to draft, edit and revise text. They learn how to improve the presentation of their work by using desktop publishing and presentational software.  

Pupils also use ICT to complete quizzes in Accelerated Reader
· Using Mathematics

Many ICT activities build upon the mathematical skills of the children.

Children use ICT in Numeracy to collect data, make predictions, analyse results, and present information graphically. 

Pupils also use ICT to completed tasks for ALTA maths and have opportunities to use Bee Bots and ProBots.
·   ICT

Years 1-7 have opportunities to complete tasks from the CCEA task list which contains elements   of the 5E s.  These tasks also contain cross-curricular links to Numeracy and Literacy. 
· Non-Core Subjects

The interactive whiteboard and other computer software is used to enhance the teaching and learning of all subjects taught. 

Progression, Monitoring, Assessing and Evaluating

Progression

· All children develop and learn at their own pace

· Progression is assured through the completion of one CCEA Assessment Tasks per half Term from years 3-7.  Primary One and Two use elements of CCEA task to inform their teaching.

Monitoring

· Evidence covering all areas of ICT is gathered within each pupil’s ICT folder.

· Each half term a leveled piece of ICT work is given to the ICT coordinator

Assessing

· Pupils from P.2 –P.7 complete a baseline assessment in September of each year.
· Pupils from P.3 –P.7  complete CCEA Assessment tasks for ‘Using ICT’
· The ICT Accreditation Scheme has ended but pupils from year 4 and year 7 are still completing tasks from the ICT Accreditation Scheme with pupils receiving an appropriate level at the end of the year.
· Pupils in all year groups will be assessed regularly in the cross-curricular skill of Using ICT.  Examples of ICT will be collected each half term with an appropriate level and collated by the ICT coordinator.  
· The ICT Coordinator will monitor the inclusion of ICT in half term plans.
Reporting
· Pupil’s progress in ‘Using ICT’ will be reported to parents through the Annual Report.
ICT coordinator’s role:

· It is the responsibility of the ICT coordinator to assist all teachers with the implementation of this policy.

· The Principal and ICT coordinator have the responsibility for the management of the resources, which are required for the implementation of this policy.

· The ICT coordinator will disseminate information regarding new developments in ICT to other members of staff.

· The ICT coordinator will be responsible for any staff INSET in the development of ICT.

Future Developments of ICT

· To develop the use of the new C2K interface: MY-SCHOOL and the use of new teaching tools, for example ‘Fronter’.

· Approximately £5,000 to be spent on new computers, laptops, ICT equipment and tablets once the new computer system is installed.

· Completion of ‘Becta’s self-review framework’ over the next 3 years.

St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s is equipped with the following resources

· Computers

· Hardware and Software

· The Internet and E--mail
· CD Players

· Recording devices

· Headphones,

· Junction Boxes

· Television

· DVD

· Calculators

· Cameras including digital video cameras,

· Web cam

· Telephone and Fax Machine

· Remote Control Devices 

· Programmable Toys Bee--Bot/Pro--Bot
· Interactive Whiteboard

· Data Projector

· Electronic Microscope

· Television

· Fog machine

· Laminator

As children progress from P1-P7 they are given opportunities to use a variety of ICT resources.

St Patrick’s & St Joseph’s presently provides access to ICT facilities for all students during the following times each day:

Before school begins - 8.40am – 8.55am

Year 1-2 access to one computer during play based learning and computers during task board in the classroom. 

Year 3 1 session of ICT each week

Year4-7 2 sessions of ICT each week (classes divided) (see computer timetable for details)

Each classroom is equipped with a desktop PC that is connected to an interactive whiteboard. Year groups 1-3 have been equipped with laptops as well.  Years 4-7 have access to the ‘computer suite’.

Breakdown of Computers and Laptops

Tirkeeran Site:

· 3032285A-LP001: Laptop

· 3032285A-ST001: Admin

· 3032295A-ST002: KS1 computer

· 3032295A-ST003: KS1 computer

· 3032295A-ST004: KS1 computer

· 3032295A-ST005: KS1 computer

· 3032295A-ST006: KS1 computer

· 3032295A-ST007: KS1 computer

· 3032285A-TLP001: Teacher Laptop

· 3032285A-TLP002: Teacher Laptop

· 3032285A-TLP003: Teacher Laptop

· 3032285A-TLP004: Teacher Laptop

· 3032285A-TLP005: Teacher Laptop

Glenullin Site

· 3032285B-LP001: Laptop

· 3032285B-LP002: Laptop

· 3032285B-LP003: Laptop

· 3032285B-LP004: Laptop

· 3032285B-LP005: Laptop

· 3032285B-ST001: KS2 computer

· 3032285B-ST002: KS2 computer

· 3032285B-ST003: KS2 computer

· 3032285B-ST004: KS2 computer

· 3032285B-ST005: KS2 computer

· 3032285B-ST006: KS2 computer

· 3032285B-TLP001: Teacher Laptop

· 3032285B-TLP002: Teacher Laptop

· 3032285B-TLP003: Teacher Laptop
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